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So long as Elizabeth lived under the watchful eye of the
Court she was in no real danger, but in October 1555, when
Mary moved to St James's to be in London for the meeting of
Parliament, Elizabeth left her sister, and, with the immoderate
plaudits of the people to speed her, passed through the City to
Hatfield. She had last made such a journey in the winter of
15 5 3~43 and it had led to the Tower and well nigh to death. As
she moved once more into the same dangerous isolation her
reflections must have been disquieting.

With uncanny promptitude events began to repeat them-
selves. Parliament was meeting as in 1555, and as in 15 5 3 was
troublesome. There was a party of young hot-heads in the
Commons who gathered at an eating-house, known as Arun-
del's, and formed a Protestant opposition to resist all Catholic
measures. They came near to defeating the Government bill
which Mary had most at heart, and then, when another bill
was read, directed against Protestant refugees abroad, they
obtained the keys of the House, locked the doors, forced a divi-
sion, and rejected the bill. It was not long before some of these
men and other young Protestants were drawn into a more
dangerous game. This was a plot, in being in the new year, the
aims of which were to collect an invading force of emigres in
France, raid the English exchequer, and start a rebellion to
place Elizabeth and Courtenay on the throne. Its ramifications
were too extensive for secrecy and the Government struck
before anything came of it.

As the Council, with the aid of rack and dungeon, threaded
its way into the details of the plot, the names of members of
Elizabeth's household began to emerge. Somerset House, her
London residence, was searched, and there in a secret place a
great coffer was discovered full of seditious., anti-Catholic books
and papers, ballads and caricatures, Kate Ashley - back with her
mistress in her old place - the Italian tutor, CastigHone, Francis
Verney, and a fourth person were brought from Hatfield and
sent to the Tower; a few days later two more dependents were
arrested. Kate Ashley, disclaiming any knowledge of the plot,
asserted that her mistress's feelings were such, that it was as